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A TESTIMONY 

From the Monthly Meeting o/'Shaftesbury 
and Sherborne, in the County of Dorset, 
respecting WILLIAM BYRD, o/'Marnhull, 
deceased. 

Our ancient friend, William Byrd, departed 
this life at MarnhuU, on the 1 6th of the twelfth 
month, 1835, in the seventy-eighth year of his 
age, and was interred in Friends' burying-ground 
at Marnhull, on the 22d of the same, having 
been a Minister about forty-three years. 

In bearing our testimony to the Christian 
character and religious services of our dear friend, 
we trust we may be allowed to apply to him the 
words of Holy Scripture, respecting a servant of 
the Lord, in days of old, that he was " a faithful 
man, and feared God above many." We counted 
him an Elder worthy of double honour : and he 
was beloved amongst us as a father in Christ. 

Of his early life we have not been able to 
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gather many particulars. He was born at 
UfFculm, in the county of Devon, in the year 
1767 ; his parents, who were members of our 
religious society, were concerned for his edu- 
cation consistently with our Christian profession. 
In his youth, though it is believed that he was 
much preserved from the corruptions of the 
world, yet he occasionally deviated from the 
plainness in which he had been brought up; 
but being favoured with serious religious impres- 
sions, he soon adopted the simple habits of Friends. 
In recurring, in after life, to these early acts of 
obedience, he thought he could perceive cause to 
believe that they were owned by tokens of Divine 
approbation. About the twenty-second year of 
his age he left home, and became an assistant in 
business to a friend at Long-ham, in the county 
of Dorset: whilst living in that situation he is 
remembered as a young man of decidedly reli- 
gious character, and of circumspect conduct; and 
there is strong reason to believe that the work of 
the Lord was, at that . time, making progress in 
his heart. In the course of about two years, he 
removed to the village of Mamhull, and entered 
into business, upon a small scale, as a shop- 




.eeper: it is the testimony of those who 
then acquainted with him, and who had the 
portunity of marking his subsequent walk in life, 
that in conducting his concerns in trade, in 
his deportment in private life, and in his inter- 
course with the world, it appeared to be his 
earnest and unremitting exercise, to have a con- 
science void of offence toward God and toward 
men. He was scrupulously upright in all his 
transactions ; and, though far from indifferent to 
the importance of obtaining a comfortable inde- 
pendence in life, as well as to the means of con- 
tributing to the relief of the wants of others, it was 
evident that his affections were set upon things 
above rather than on things on the earth ; this was 
remarkably exemplified not only by his constant 
attendance of meetings for Divine worship, but 
by his concern that the different members of his 
family might enjoy the same privilege; with thia 
view he thought it right, even, when in very limited 
circumstances, to shut up his shop during the time 
of the week-day meeting. This, he remarks, in a 
memorandum made about that time, was when he 
did not know it to be the practice of any other 
frieud in the nation. After having been a 
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few years in trade, in grateful record of 
the goodness of Divine Providence, he no- 
tices the blessing which had rested upon his 
honest endeavours : " Very little," says he, 
"had I to begin with in business something 
" less than four years since, in which time I 
" have gained, I believe, at least five times the 
" sum with which I began." 

The Holy Scriptures were precious to him, 
and he was at that time punctual in col- 
lecting his family every evening for the reading 
of them; and it was observed that he re- 
gularly set apart a portion of the day for 
private religious retirement, a practice in which 
he continued to old age. As he grew in 
grace, and became increasingly subjected to the 
government of the Holy Spirit, he was gradu- 
ally prepared for usefulness in the Church ; and 
in the thirty-fifth year of his age he came for- 
wards as a Minister amongst us. He appears to 
have entered upon the service in fear and much 
trembling ; and he was frequent in awful and 
reverent waiting upon God, in a watchful and 
teachable spirit, that he might be instructed to the 
knowledge of his will in this great duty, and be 



preserved under tlie safe leading of the Heavenly 
Shepherd. He was sound in doctrine, and his 
ministry was exercised in simplicity, and in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of power. He 
sought not the praise of men ; but in the exer- 
cise of the gift that had been bestowed upon him, 
he humbly and honestly endeavoured to approve 
himself faithful to his great Lord and Master in the 
work to which he had been pleased to appoint 
him. 

In the year IbOO, he was married to our friend 
Rebecca Young, of Shrewsbury, In her, he found 
a companion well prepared to unite with him in 
a self-denying course of Christian dedication ; 
and, we believe, it is not too much to say, re- 
specting our beloved friends, that it was their 
daily concern, like Zecharias and EUzabetli, to 
walk together in all the commandments and or- 
dinances of the Lord blameless ; and having, 
each of them, received a dispensation of the gos- 
pel, they sought to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. They were examples 
amongstusof acheerfulcontentment, in the plain- 
ness of the furniture of their house, in the simpli- 
city of their mode of life, and in tlic moderalionof 
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their expenses. Their means were at no time abun- 
dant, but they were kind and liberal to the poor, 
generous in their hospitality, and especially en- 
gaged to help and succour those who came amongst 
us in the work of the ministry. They had, both of 
them, been brought into much religious concern on 
account of the continuance of the African Slave 
Trade, and the subsequent slavery of its victims. 
From early life they had individually thought it 
laid upon them, as a testimony against that un- 
righteous gain of oppression, to abstain from the 
use of the produce of West India Slavery ; 
and our friend, William Byrd, almost from the 
first of his going into business, and at a consider- 
able loss of profit, refused to deal in articles of 
that description. They took a deep interest in 
those measures which, under the blessing of the 
Lord, tended to the abolition of the Slave Trade ; 
and after many years of sorrow and suffering, in 
sympathy with this afflicted portion of our fellows- 
creatures, they lived to rejoice in the Act of our 
Legislature, by which Slavery was declared to be 
illegal throughout the British dominions; and 
though, at that time, far advanced in age and much 
worn by sickness and infirmity, their sympathies 



9 

were still alive to the degradation and oppressive 
servitude v^hich a large proportion of the Negroes 
continued to suffer in our Colonial possessions. 

For several years the Ministry of our dear 
friend was much confined vi^ithin the limits of this 
county and parts adjacent. On his marriage he 
was not only concerned to encourage his wife in 
her devotedness to the cause of our Holy Re- 
deemer ; but frequently accompanied her in her 
travels, and for many years they were extensively 
engaged in the work of the Gospel, in various 
parts of this nation, and in Ireland, and he bore 
her company in her second visit to the Orkney 
Islands. They laboured diligently both among 
friends and the people at large, and we have 
reason to believe that his service on these occa- 
sions, and his humble, simple, watchful deport- 
ment were acceptable and instructive. He 
highly valued the various Christian testimonies 
of our religious society, and was zealously con- 
cerned that they might be faithfiilly and uprightly 
supported by friends everywhere. He was fre- 
quently at the Yearly Meeting, and thought it a 
privilege to be allowed to unite with his brethren 
for the increase of vital Christianity amongst us ; 
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and, though a man of good understanding, and 
deep experience, he was not forward in giving his 
judgment ; but when he offered an opinion, it was 
with weight and to the purpose. He was a lover of 
good men of every denomination, and of enlarged 
charity, and liberal views ; tender towards such as 
had been overtaken in a fault ; never seeming to 
forget that he himself was liable to temptation ; 
and patient in labour for the restoration of trans- 
gressors. In the general exercise of the disci- 
pline in our Monthly Meetings, of which he was 
constant in his attendance for nearly fifty years^ 
he was religiously concerned that it might be ad- 
ministered in the meekness of wisdom, without 
partiality, and to the honour of the cause of 
Truth : that this was the exercise of his mind to 
the close of life, is apparent by the following 
remarks which he dictated after he became con- 
fined to his bed. 

26th Twelfth Month, 1833.-—* Sometime after 
awaking this morning, I had sweetly to recollect 
some expressions of Jonah Thompson, when near 
the close of life, which I thought might, in mea- 
sure, be applicable to myself; that he had in pos- 
session, ^'a quiet, easy mind, and no accuser 
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" there ;" but, alas, different thoughts occurred : I 
remembered, that in transacting the disciphne of 
the Church, I had but too often engaged therein 
without waiting for a proper qualification. Under 
these different cogitations, I recollected the fol- 
lowing expressions of John Griffiths : " The true 
" labourer must in every meeting, and upon all 
" occasions that offer for service, receive super- 
" natural aid, and a renewed understanding by 
*' the immediate descending of Heavenly power 
*' and wisdom, or he dare not meddle ;" although 
n uot without hope, (that) I shall be forgiven 
in the day of account for this, and other devi- 
ations, yet I am persuaded, had I thus steered my 
course, my engagements in that line would have 
been attended with more peace to my mind, and 
been more to the promotion of the cause of Truth.' 
As he advanced in life, our beloved friend did 
not lose sight of his own infirmity, and we believe 
that, through the help of the Lord, he did uot 
cease to press towards the mark that had been set 
before him. Christ was precious to his soul, and 
he gave satisfactory evidence, even in old age, that 
in a broken and contrite spirit he rested on his 
Saviour alone for the forgiveness of his ains, aixl 
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his final acceptance. The following extracts from 
his papers, as they are descriptive of his religious 
exercise, are, we think, worthy of preservation. 

llth First Month, 1811.—^ What watchfulness 
and prayer are necessary, in order to our meeting 
every event, whether prosperous or adverse, with 
that humility and dependence, that patience, 
meekness, and calm resignation which become 
the professed followers, and more especially the 
Ministers of the Captain of our Salvation, (of 
Him) who took upon himself the form of a ser- 
vant, — made himself of no reputation — wjts meek 
and lowly in heart — " endured the cross and de- 
" spised the shame ; and left us an example that 
" we should follow his steps." 

24th Tenth Month, 1820.—^ In our week-day 
Meeting, the query revived in my mind, " What 
lack I yet ?" and the answer of my heart seemed 
to be ; more reverent watchfulness, more meek- 
ness, more patience, more faith, and more of that 
charity " which beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, and 
never faileth." 

30th Fourth Month, 1824.—* Oh ! saith my soul, 
may the watch be so maintained in reverential 
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fear, (and in the) meekness and patience of Jesus, 
that preparation and a growth in the Truth may be 
my continued experience, to the end of my days.' 

For the last four years of his life, the health of 
our dear friend was much impaired, and it re- 
peatedly appeared to those around him, that his 
end was fast approaching. During this long con- 
finement his mental powers occasionally failed 
him, but his recollection was often clear; and he 
was able to take enjoymeat in the society of his 
friends and near connexions. He was kept in a 
lowly, watchful, and dependent mind, often num- 
bering his blessings, and with much tenderness of 
spirit acknowledging to the kindness and love of 
our Heavenly Father. He had been accustomed 
to look upon himself but as a steward over the 
bounty of a gracious Providence towards him ; 
and when after his own wants, which were few, 
had been supplied, he could not rest satisfied till 
the surplus was distributed among his poor neigh- 
bours. On one of these occasions, not long be- 
fore his death, on its being observed that he 
might need it for himself, he replied with earnest- 
ness. " We must spend it, or it will be a burthen 
" greater than I can bear." 

Long after he was unable to read^ he d^- 
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rived much comfort from having the Holy 
Scriptures read to him; and in those times 
which were devoted to retirement before the 
Lord, and they were frequent, it was ob- 
served by his niece that he often appeared to be 
engaged in prayer and thanksgiving. On one 
occasion, in the early part of his illness, he told 
those who were attending upon him, that he had 
been much comforted, and thought he had never 
been nearer the Lord. One of his relations some 
time afterwards going into the room and en- 
quiring how he was, he answered, " Pretty much 
" the same; — feeble. — I have had a tendering sea- 
" son, and thought all my sins were foi^ven me." 
The next morning he seemed to be much fa- 
voured with a sense of the presence of his Sa- 
viour, and said he thought he was (drawing) 
nearer his desired haven, that he was in peace 
with all men, and had nothing to do but to die. 
After having been in a very low state of mind for 
several days, on being asked how he was, he said, 
" More comfortable ;" and added that he did not 
expect such comfort before he went hence : and 
in much brokenness of spirit, he added ; " Oh, 
" what shall I render to the Lord for all his mer- 
' cies ?'' On another occasion, in grateful retro- 



Ispect of toe goodness of God towards him, he 
observed ; " Great have been the mercies of my 
' Heavenly Father from ray youth up : had he 
' not placed his fear in my heart, I had long since 

' " been a cast-away." On being informed that 
it was First Day, he said, " O that it may be 
" well spent." A little afterwards, " I cannot 
" keep up the exercise I could wish ; I have great 
" weakness both in body and mind." On being 
helped up in bed, he remarked, " A posture for 
" dying : see with what peace a Christian can 
" die — there is nothing in my way :" and having 
spoken in testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus, 
he concluded with the language of praise, " Bless 
" the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me 
" bless his Holy Name." Such expressions as 
the following, uttered at different times, indicate 
that his mind was still stayed on God : — " Oh, the 
" sweet peaceful feeling I have this evening, I 
" would not exchange it for all the kingdoms of 
" this world." At another lime : " A calm and 
" peaceful mind : how precious !" and again : 
"Lord, now let thy servant depart in peace, for 
" mine eyes have seen thy salvation." Thus it was 
evident, to use his own words, that " death had no 
tcrrorsforhim. " He continued in the same tender, 
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submissive, hopeful, and child-like state to the 
end; and at length suddenly and unexpectedly 
passed away, with very little apparent suffering. 

Our dear departed friend having loved and ho- 
noured his Lord and Saviour upon earth, and it 
having been his chief concern in life to watch and 
to keep his garments, we reverently trust that, 
through the riches of redeeming grace, it has been 
given him to join the spirits of just men made 
perfect in the presence of God and of the Lamb. 

Read, approved, and signed in our Monthly 
Meeting, held at Shaftesbury, the 5th of 4th mo. 
1836. (Here follow the signatures of men and 
women friends. ) 

At a General Meeting for Dorset and Hants , 
held at Poole, the ^th of ^th month, 1836, 

The foregoing Testimony respecting our dear 
deceased friend, William Byrd, has been read, with 
which this Meeting fully unites, and desires that 
the example of our dear friend in his Christian 
life and conversation, and in his peaceful end, 
may continue to live in our remembrance. 

Signed in and on behalf of the General Meeting, 

Samuel Hannam, Clerk. 



A TESTIMONY 

Of Kingston Monthly Meeting, in the 
County of Surrey, concerning ANN 
BREWSTER of Clapham, deceased. 

In the remembrance of the humility and dedica- 
tion to the cause of truth and righteousness which 
characterized this our beloved friend, evidenced 
by yielding obedience to the restraining and ten- 
dering operations of Divine grace, we feel en- 
gaged to give forth a testimony concerning her, 
in the hope that her example may have an ani- 
mating influence on survivors, holding forth this 
language, Follow me as I have endeavoured to 
follow Christ. 

She was the daughter of Edward and Sarah 
Shewell, and was bom in London in the year 
1762. The religious care exercised by her parents 
over the minds of their tender offspring appears, 
as she expresses it, to have been *^ so far blessed 
to some of them that it proved as a nail fastened 
in a sure place." We cannot more appropriately 
set forth the experience of our dear friend, than 
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by some extracts from her own memoranda. Tn 
these she remarks, " I could say with thankful- 
ness of heart the Lord was my morning Light; 
for I well remember to have been favoured with 
that light in very early life as a reprover for sin, 
even in childish transgressions and disobedience 
to parental injunctions. Thus it was with me," 
she adds, " when very young, that I was made 
renewedly sensible of the love of Him who first 
loved us ; and I often shed tears of joy under a 
sense of the power of Divine love covering my 
mind in a remarkable manner, so that I loved to 
get alone to enjoy the inexpressible comfort I 
derived from it, and this brought a great fear and 
dread over my mind, lest I should offend Him 
whom I loved and fervently desired would not 
overlook such a poor little child. When I com- 
mitted a fault, how keenly have I felt reproof. 
I am certain that if the necessity of attending to 
the inward monitor were impressed upon child- 
ren, they would not so often grow up in hardness 
of heart." 

When about seven years of age she was sent 
to a boarding-school, where, in endeavouring to 
maintain her consistency as a Friend, by using 
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the plain language, (being the only Friend's child 
there,) she became subject to ridicule from some 
of her companions ; but, she remarks, " there 
were other dear children to whom I was affec- 
tionately attached and united, whose minds were 
remarkably visited by the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, by which we were drawn to read the Holy 
Scriptures together, and converse upon them with 
great interest." 

Although love to her Heavenly Father thus 
prevailed in her heart, yet as she grew older, 
through drawing back from His restraining power, 
she wished for more liberty in dress and some 
other things; but, she observes, "loving-kindness 
followed me, so that I found a place of prayer in 
secret ; and I can now say that I loved the Lord 
my God, and Jesus Christ his beloved Son, my 
Redeemer ; for I have been sensible of the in- 
shinings of heavenly love at times, throughout 
my life." In another place she says, " I remem- 
ber one of my schoolfellows describing some 
places of amusement, which raised something 
like a- regret that I could not go, when the words 
arose in my mind, * They that love anything more 
than me, are not worthy of me,' filling me 
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with sweet peace, so that I never afterwards felt 
even a desire after anything of this kind : and 
now I can say I am thankful for having been 
brought up amongst Friends, a people whose 
principles are pure, and though they bring into 
the narrow way, yet is that way quite broad 
enough to walk in and enjoy the blessings of 
life." . 

Our dear friend was united in marriage with 
Thomas Brewster in the year 1784, and came to 
reside within the limits of this Monthly Meeting 
in 1800. Her disposition was remarkably tender 
and humane, and evinced much sympathy with 
those under suffering. She was ever ready to 
relieve the wants of the poor, and she discharged 
the various relative duties of life with much 
affectionate kindness. 

From 1812 to 1828, she continued at times to 
record in her diary her various trials and reli- 
gious exercises, particularly relating to her being 
called to the work of the ministry, which laid 
weightily on her mind for many years. At 
length, believing the time to be arrived, the 
natural timidity of her disposition gave way to 
apprehended duty, and she expressed a few 



21 

words in the Meeting at Wandsworth in the 
12th month, 1818, and it appears to have af- 
forded her sweet peace in thus submitting her 
will to that of her Divine Master. On this oc- 
casion she writes, " I hope I shall be strength- 
ened to praise His holy name on a dying bed for 
all his mercies towards me, an unworthy creature." 
In 1821, she was acknowledged as a minister, 
and in the same year paid a religious visit to the 
families of Friends of Wandsworth particular 
Meeting ; in yielding to which service, heavenly 
peace appears to have been her portion. She 
was subsequently engaged in several visits to her 
own and some of the neighbouring Quarterly 
Meetings, from which labours of love she also 
experienced much comfort, saying, on one occa- 
sion, " I have great cause to commemorate the 
Lord's favours." In the course of a visit she 
paid in 1825 to the families of Friends in one of 
the Monthly Meetings in Suffolk, she mentions, 
" She had times of discouragement and suffering, 
from a sense of great weakness, crying, * Lord 
increase my faith, and arise for my help ; pre- 
serve me that so thy precious cause may never 
suffer through me a poor worm/ " Her commu- 
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nications in the exercise of her gift, though shorty 
were lively and marked by much sintplicity and 
sweetness ; the love of our Heavenly Father ap- 
peared to be the constant clothing of her mind. 

In the 4th month, 1828, she was attacked with 
chronic rheumatism, which produced great suffer- 
ing for the remainder of her life, during which 
much patience and resignation were manifest. 

She was a diligent attender of our religious 
Meetings, and in them was often favoured with a 
renewal of her strength ; she continued in the 
performance of this duty even when her :bodily 
infirmities rendered her unable to move without 
assistance ; and when wholly prevented ! from 
thus meeting with her friends, she considered 
this to be the greatest privation it was her lot to 
experience. During this latter period the Monthly 
Meetings for Ministers and Elders were chiefly 
held in her chamber, a privilege she highly 
valued ; the remembrance thereof by those who 
met on these occasions is sweet, so remarkably 
did they appear to be times of the overshadowing 
of Divine love. , 

The bodily sufferings of this our dear friend 
during the last year of her life were very great ; 
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but she was enabled to bear them with Christian 
patience, and in humble resignation to wait the 
Lord's time, whilst the earnest desire of her heart 
was to be permitted at last to reach a place of 
rest and peace, " where," she adds, " I shall meet 
my dear Lord, and live for ever with him ! then 
shall I attain unto the consummate wishes and 
breathings of my soul through life, having had an 
earnest desire to be found worthy to be admitted 
an inhabitant in the kingdom of Heaven, whien 
time shall terminate my existence here." 

Thus our beloved friend was preserved in faith 
and patience to the end: and when He whose 
tender love had followed her all her life, and 
through whose strength she had been enabled to 
occiipy the talent received, was pleased to say. 
It is enough ! and to remove her from this state 
of probation and suffering, we reverently be- 
lieve the ardent prayer of her soul was answered, 
and that, through redeeming love and mercy, 
she is admitted into the joy of her Lord. 

Our dear friend died on the 21st of 4th month, 
1835, and her remains were interred at Croydon, 
on the 29th of the same ; aged seventy-three 
years. A Minister about sixteen years. 
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Signed in Kingston Monthly Meeting, held at 
Wandsworth, the 19th of the 11th month, 1836. 
(Here follow the signatures of men and wo- 
men Friends.) 

' Read and approved in our Quarterly Meeting 
for London and Middlesex, held this 29th day 
of the 1 2th month, 1835; and in and on behalf 
thereof signed, by 

, George Stagey, Clerk. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Women's 
Meeting, by 

Rachel Stagey, Clerk. 
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